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Thomas Oken’s Will; Donations and Commemoration: pro bono 
Publico. 


ke following testamentary disposition of property is cu- 
rious, not only as to the donations it contains, but as to 
the mode taken to secure due attention in future, to the full ex- 
ecution of the testator’s intentions. The goodwill of Thomas 
Oken to the town of Warwick, his institution of a chearful 
remembrance of his bounty, his including of the wives of the 
seniors of the town, and his permission of their selecting others 
of the town’s people to augment the festivity, manifests a libe- 
ral mind. His loan to young tradesmen; his benevolences 
not confined to Warwick ; his gifts to young men and mai- 
dens; his care of his silver plate; and his numerous smaller 
donations, furnish a view of the value of money, &c. in his 
day ; at present they would be thought little of, The rate of 
interest he has appointed, is greatly under the then current 
price ; but this no doubt is on the principle of charity. Be- 
sides these public benevolences, Thomas Oken bestowed a 
great value, though in small portions, to many individuals, 
whom he names in his will; if we add the whole together, we 
shall find that he died very rich ; and especially with reference 
to the general wealth of his time. May we venture to recom- 
mend his example to those rich men of our own day, who 
have no heirs nor family ? we even include in this reeommen- 
dation the institution of a festive board, at which the graye 
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senators of a civic community may, once a year, certainly, 
mingte mirth with their wisdom. 

“ In the name of God, Amen, this November 24, 1570. I, 
Thomas Oken, of the town of Warwick, mercer, being in 
good mind and memory, thanks be to Almighty God! made 
this my last will and testament, &c. My body to be‘buried in 
the church of St. Mary’s, in Warwick, against St. Ann’s altar, 
head to the wall; and I will to have a little tomb of stone, 
and over the said tomb, in ‘thé. stone wall, 1 will to ‘have an 
epitaph of brass, with two pictures, one of myself, -and ano- 
ther of my wife, with these words undergraven :—“ Jesu have 
mercy upon me.” And [ give and bequeath to the commu- 
nion table, for my tithes negligently forgotten, five shillings. 
And I will my body to be brought to the church, and there to 
have such service as is appointed by the church, as may be to 
the glory of God, and to the comfort of my soul; and the vi- 
car, if he will fetch my body to the church, to have two shil- 
lings for his pains ; and every minister that is there that day, 
to have twelve-pence a-piece ; and every child that singeth in 
the choir, four-pence a-piece. And I will to have six poor 
men and six poor women to bring my body to the church, and 
they to have every one of them six yards of black rug or 
black cotton, and they to be made ready for their back. Also, 
J will to have a‘communion that day if time will serve ; and 
that the twelve poor people do receive that day, if they be 
able. I will, when the communion is done, that the twelve 
poor people shall have four-pence a-piece to pay for their din- 
ners, and they to dine altogether in some honest house ; and, 
at the end of. their dinner, they shall give thanks to God, and 
say the Lord’s,prayer. And [ will the vicar, or some learned 
mun, do declare God’s word to the, peeple that day, and he to 
have for his pains six shillings and eight-pence ; and other six 
shillings and eight-pence to Mr. Griven, if he will take pains to 
declare God’s word to the peaple some other day ; and inthe end 
of their sermons, to give thanks to God for the souls that be de- 
parted in the faith of Christ ; and after service is done, I will 
my executors to make preparation in some honest place, when 
they think necessary, and there to have the baily and his bre- 
thren, and their wives, and the four and twenty and their 
wives, with others, at the discretion of my executors, to make 
them good cheer, as the time will serve for; and at the end 
of their dinner, to give God thanks, and to say the Lord’s 
prayer. 

“ Item. I will that within three or four days after my burial, 
be dealt fifteen pounds ; that is to say, to fifteen score of the 
poorest householders in Warwick, that is to say, twelve-pence a 
house ; and the same time twelve months I will there be other 


fifteen pounds, so to be dealt, after the same rate; — is, 
twelye- 
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twelve-pence a hause; and I will that my executors, or over- 
seers, do see the bestowing of it with their own hands; and | 
give to the body of the church of St. Mary’s twenty shil- 
lings ; and I give to thirty-four maids, to theiy marriage, ten 
pounds, that is to say, six shillings and eight-peuce a-piece ; 
and [ give to the four mea that shall bear my body to the 
church, twelve-pence a-pigce ; aud | give to Thomas Cross a 
leathern doublet, and a pair of hose; and to his wife, two shil- 
lings ia money. Also, 1 will and ordain that if any act of par- 
liament, or ether law hereafter to be mage or oydained against 
this my last will and testament, that then I will my said feol- 
fees, with baily, and twelve principal burgesses foy that time 
being, they shall emplay and bestow all my said lands and te- 
nements to any good use and profit, to the glory of God, 
and for the commonwealth of the town, as shall be thought 
needful. 

“* And I give and bequeath all my other leases to the town of 
Warwick, to be bestowed after the same use as all the rest of 
my land is. And | will the poor man’s chest stand just by 
where I shall be buried, ty put in all my books and writings, 
with all such other jewels as shall come to their hands. Also, 
I will that the baily and three of his brethren have four locks, 
and four keys; and also eight honest men of the eight wards, 
that is, in every ward one other, eight locks and eight keys ; 
and [ will that my executors shall appoint same other chest to 
stand in that place. And I giye and bequeath to the town of 
Warwick a hundred pounds, to purchase or buy some piece 
of ground to lay to the commons, if they can buy it; and if 
they cannot, then [ will that the money shall remain to the 
town of Warwick, for their interest and purpose; that is to 
say, to ten honest communers, and they to have ten pounds 
a-piece ; or else to five honest commoners, and they to have 
twenty pounds a-piece, for three or four years, at the discre- 
tion of the baily and his brethren, and such as shall be put in 
trust ; and they to put in two or three sufficient securities for 
it, and freely to pay out of the same eight-pence the pound ; 
that is to say, four-pence to every pound to the poor, and the 
other four-pence in every pound to the baily and his brethren, 
for their pains taking, to make merry once tu the year, calling 
to them such as they shall think good. Also, I will that he 
that maketh my grave shall have twelve-pence for his labour ; 
and also I will that the eight ringers shall have for their pains 
eight shillings ; that is to say, twelve-pence a-piece. Also, I 
will that there be prepared twelve leather buckets in some placc, 
always in readiness if there be any casualty of fire. 

« Also, I give to the baily of Warwick and to his successors 
of the corporation, from year to year, every one for his year 
putting sureties every one ey to them that [ have put 
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in trust, one gilt goblet, weighing seventeen ounces; and also 
one other goblet of parcel gilt, weighing sixteen ounces ; also 
one other goblet weighing ten ounces ; also, one salt of par- 
cel gilt weighing nine ounces ; also, a dozen of silver spoons, 
with gilt tips, weighing fourteen ounces three quarters ; also, 
twelve other spoons plain, weighing twelve ounces. Also, [| 
will and bequeath that if there be no baily of the corporation 
of the town of Warwick, that then these goblets, salt, and 
spoons, shall remain to the twelve principal burgesses and to 
their successors for ever. Also, I will that if there be any 
act of parliament that shall touch or pluck away any of their 
order as fellowship and brotherhood, then [ will that it remain 
to the great bridge at Warwick, and to the maintenance of it. 

* Also, I give to the baily of Stratford and the aldermen, and 
to their successors, bailies and aldermen, fifty pounds, for the 
intent and purpose; that is to say, to ten honest occupiers 
within the town, and they to have five pounds a man, for three 
or four years together, at the discretion of the baily and his 
brethren; and they to pay freely out of the same to the poor 
people, four-pence for every pound, and to the baily and his 
brethren other four-pence for every pound, and that to be 
given at two times in the year to the poor, that is, six days be- 
fore Christmas, and six days before Easter; and the other 
four-pence for every pound to the baily and his brethren, for 
this intent and purpose, that the baily and his brethren shall 
once in the year have a learned man, and he to declare God’s 
word, and he to have for his pains taking three shillings and 
four-pence when the same is due ; the baily and his brethren to 
muke merry with others, at his discretion, and then to have 
ten shillings, and in the end of their mirth to give thanks to 
God, and to say the Lord’s prayer; and that the baily and his 
brethren shall put to their town seal with good warantage, for 
the employing of the money to that use that it is given, or 
else to remain again to the use of the town of Warwick. And 
also, that every man in Stratford that shall have any of the 
same money, shall to the baily and his, brethren put in two or 
three sufficient securities for payment thereof, after the order 
of Mr. Willintun’s book. And also, that the baily and his 
brethren shall every three or four years when the money is de- 
livered up, then to send a certificate to the baily of Warwick 
and his brethren, who they be that have, and their names, 
whereby it may be known that the money is employed to that 
use it is given for. 

“* Also, I give to the town of Banbury forty pounds, to be de- 
livered to eight honest occupiers; that is to say, five pounds a 
man, in such order and in such condition as is aforesaid unto 
Stratford, at the discretion of my executors, Mr. Baily and 
his brethren, and such others as I shall putin trast. To the 
paving 
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paving of the market-place, if Mr. Fisher will bring thither 
stone and sand according to his promise, five pounds and ten 
Oo 


shillings yearly, to the repairing thereof, which ten shillings ° 


given yearly out of my free land; and if the town will make a 
market-house, [ give to the building of that, other five pounds ; 
if they do not, I will that the same five pounds do remain to 
the paving of the market-place; and if they will do neither, 
that then [ will the whole ten pounds to remain to the repair- 
ing and mending of the great bridge of Warwick, and the 
other ten shillings also to the same use.” 

The goodly custom of making merry is still continued; and 
the day when all the housekeepers of Warwick dine together 
is generally the first Wednesday in September. We have 
dined with the inhabitants frequently; and with them have 
drank to the pious memory of Thomas Oken and Joan his 
wife, which is the first toast given, after the grace of the Lord’s 
prayer, after dinner—the rector of St. Mary’s having previ- 
ously preached a sermon in that church in honour of the day. 

The various tenants and occupiers of the houses and land 
which Thomas Oken left for charitable purposes, are all ob- 
liged to contribute something to this annual display of good 
fellowship; a kind of pic-nic entertainment—one sends a 
capon, another pease pudding and chine, another (Lord War- 
wick) ahaunch of venison, &c. &c. M. 





Course of Studies pursued at Oxford. 


[From “ A Reply to the Calumnies of the Edinburgh Review, against 
Oxford,” just published; a Pamphlet which has excited much In- 
terest, and is supposed to be the Production of the Poetry-Pro- 


fessor. | 


A CCORDING to the last regulations, the university ho- 
A nours are obtsined in the following manner. 

As soon as the student enters on his third year, he is subject 
to a public examination, which admits him, not to the degree 
of bachelor of arts, but to that intermediate step, which still 
retains.its old title of Sophista Generalis. The old exercise 
was a logical disputation in the ‘public schools on three philo- 
sophical questions, which had long dwindled into an insignifi- 
cant form, before the present exercise was substituted in its 
room. At this previous examination he is expected to construe 
accurately some one Greek and one Latin book at least; the 
most difficult works are not required or encouraged, as there 
is no Competition between the candidates, and an accurate 
grammatical acquaintance with the structure of the two lan- 
guages is the point chiefly inquired into, Xevnophou, Homer, 
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Herodotus, Sophocles, Euripides, and Demosthencs, among 
the Grecks, and Virgil, Horace, Sallust, Livy, and Cicero, 
among the Latins, are the most useful books. Besides this, he 
is examined in some compendium of logic, (generally Al- 
drich’s,) which is never omitted, and in the elements of geo- 
metry and algebra, which are not held to be absolutely indis- 
pensable. All this is done in public. Eight candidates may be 
examined in one day, who are all present during the whole 
time; and there is commonly a numerous attendance of junior 
students. Indeed there must of necessity be an audience, be- 
cause every candidate is bound to attend one examination be- 
fore he is examined himself. The number, however, far exe 
ceeds what the statute requires, and the school is often quite 
fall.: The examiners are four in number, especially appointed 
by the university, and sworn to the faithful performance of 
their duty. 

If the student fails on this occasion, it passes sub si/entio. 
He does not receive his certificate at the close of the day, and 
he may present himself again the next term. 

After having pussed this examination, his studies are di- 
rected more steadily to the other, where the honour he ac- 
quires will depend entirely on his own exertions. He cannot 
present himself ’till after the third year is completed, and it is 
common to defer it ’till the end of the fourth year. He is 
then examined first in the rudiments of religion ; a passage in 
the Greek Testament is given him to construe, and he is tried, 
by questions arising out of it, whether he has a proper view 
of the Christian scheme, and of the outline of sacred history. 
He is expected to give some account of the evidences of 
Christianity, and to shew by his answers that he is acquainted 
with the thirty-nine articles, and has read attentively some 
commentary upon them. He is examined again in logic, the 
object being chiefly to see that he has just and firm concep- 
tions of its leading principles; and on this occasion, selections 
from the Organon are often introduced. 

The examination then proceeds to rhetoric and ethics. 
Upon these subjects the celebrated treatises of Aristotle are 
chiefly used; and whoever is master of them knows what an 
exercise of the mind it is to acquire a thorough insight into 
the argument, and what a serious discipline the student must 
have undergone who has accomplished this point. The accu- 
rate method observed in cach treatise renders it not a perplex- 
ing, but merely an arduous task; the precisiou of the lan- 
yuage, the close connection of the reasoning, the enlarged phi- 
Rcanhiead views, and the immense store of principles and 
maxims which they contain, point them out as the best calcu- 
lated, perhaps of any single works, for bringing into play alk 
the evergics of the intellect, and for trying, not merely the di- 
ligence 
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ligence of the scholar, but the habit of discrimination which 
he has formed, the general accuracy of his thoughts, and the 
force and vigour of his mind. [If it be at all of use to divide, 
to distinguish and to define, to study clear arrangemeat and 
order, to discern connection, and to comprehend a plan com- 
posed of many widely-separated parts, hardly any works can 
be named, so well adapted to all these purposes. To these is 
often added, at the option of the student, the treatise on poli- 
tics, which is in fact a continuation and completion of the 
ethical system. 

Besides these treatises of Aristotle, Quintilian, as belonging 
to rhetoric, and the philosophical works of Cicero, especially 
that De Officiis, as belonging to ethics, are admitted. And 
these last, as being of easier attainment, are of course the 
choice of many candidates; but neither of them are strictly 
indispensable. 

The mathematical examination is quite a distinct business. 
it is conducted, indeed, at the same time, but it is chiefly done 
on paper, if the student has advanced far.in those studies ; al- 
though for every candidate who presents himself in mathe- 
matics, there is an oral examination, in which, with a table of 
diagrams before him, he is called upon, not to give full and 
long demonstrations, but, as the examiner turns over a corre- 
‘sponding ‘table, te answer questions relating to the preperties 
of figures, and the mode of proving certain theorems. Tie 
soundness of his scientific studies is thus made known; and 
he has problems, which require time and close attention, to 
solve at his leisure on paper, while the examination passes on 
to others.—pp. 138, 142. 





JEWISH COUNCIL. 





To the Editor of the Weekly Entertainer. 
Sir, 


ge your Entertainer for February 26, you have favoured 
your readers with an account of “ The Proceedings of a 
great Council of Jews, assembled in the Plain of Ageda, in 
Hungary, about thirty leagues distant from Buda, to examine 
the Scriptures coucerning Christ, on the 12th day of October, 
1650.” Your impartiality will, [ deubt not, readily induce 
you to insert the following remarks on that “ improbable ac- 
count,” as the learned Jortin terms it. 
I am, Sir, 
Your's, &e. 


A CONSTANT READER. 
6 


“ In 


March, 1810. 
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“ In the year 1650, the Jews, as it is said, held an assembly 
in the plain of Ageda, in Hungary, to examine the scriptures 
concerning Christ. Many of them seemed disposed to own 
him for the promised Messias ; but upon hearing the doctrines 


of Christianity, as they were represented by some priests of 


the church of Rome, who were present at the assembly, they 
were shocked at such idolatrous tenets, and cried out blasphemy, 
and chose rather to reject the gospel than to admit such a sort 
of Christianity. 

“ The narrative of these remarkable proceedings was drawn 
up by Samuel Brat, who was present at that synod, and is 
published in the Phoenix, vol. 1. The question is, whether this 
narrative have any more truth in it than. the Adventures of Te- 
Jemachus. The authors of the Acta Eruditorum declared their 
just suspicions concerning it.” 

“© Many things,” says a Jewish writer,* “ have been re- 
ported of us, that never entered into the thoughts of our na- 
tion; as I have seen a fabulous narrative of the proceedings of 
a great council of the Jews, assembled in the plain of Ageda, 
in Hungary, to determine whether the Messiah were come or 
not.”—Jortin’s Remarks on Ecclesiastical History, vol. iii. 
p- 401. 


* Manasseh Ben Israel, in his Defence of the Jews, in the Phenix, 
vol. ii. p. 401. 





—S -~—— 


INTERESTING TRIALS. 





JOHN ELD, @. CHARLES NEWTON, AND ELIZABETH, HIS 
WIFE. 


Cause of considerable importance to the parties, and to 

the public at large, came on to be heard in the court of 

chancery, on Thursday the 22d of March, 1810, before his ho- 
nour the master of the rolls. 

Sir Samuel Romilly, on the part of the petitioner, stated, 
that this case was a very extraordinary one. In May, 1801, 
William Spurrier, of Walsall, in the county of Stafford, esq. 
married with the defendant, Mrs. Newton, (then Miss Hipkins) 
a very young woman, and he considerably advanced in years, 
and greatly debilitated both in body and mind. At the'time 
of his marriage he was possessed of property exceeding 10001. 
per annum. Soon alter the marriage the wife acquired a very 
extraordinary degree of influence over her husband; she got 
possession of large sums of money (she says, asa gift.) Ldo 
not conceive by law a husband can give such presents to his 


wife; he may give wearing apparel, jewels, and paraphernalia; 
Q but 
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but he cannot put a suin of money into his wife’s hands, and 
make it her property, so as not to fall into his estate at his 
death. It is shewn, she endeavoured, by all the arts in her 
power, to secre‘e the transactions, giving the strictest injunc- 
tions to those with whom she deposited the money, that no- 
thing should be said about it. I think your honour will see in 
what way these gifts were obtained, and the extraordinary in- 
fluence she exercised over her husband. She has, however, 
thought proper to state a paper in her answer, which she pre- 
vailed on her husband to sign, and which sbews so clearly the 
undue influence she exercised over him, that it is not possible 
to go further to prove it. How’she could have been induced 
to set forth such a paper for her own justification, I cannot 


conceive ; the paper is this ;— 


“ [do hereby swear, that I do not accuse my wife, E. Spur- 
rier, of any of the base aspersions laid to her charge, invented 
by my son, Joseph Spurrier, and others; | am convinced of 
the contrary, and that it only proceeds from malice ; there- 
fore, | desire my executors will use their authority in demand- 
ing back my son Joseph’s fortune, and giving it to my wife, 
either for her own use, or to be at her disposal; all this I de- 
sire, if he repeats any thing to her prejudice, or cause the same 
to be done ; or if he should, by any means whatever, endeavour 
to take from her one shilling of all [ have bequeathed in the 
settlement I made for her, and the sum I have left her in 
my wili; and, if it shonld be known that my wife, E. Spurrier, 
did, during my life, put out to interest the sum of 3001. I do 
hereby swear, that | gave it her at her disposal, independent 
of all | have bequeathed her in my will ; if it should be known 
that [ lent her further the sum of 4001. I do hereby swear, that 
I gave her that to be at her disposal, independent of all I have 
bequeathed her in my life. As witness my hand, this 20:h day 
of March, 1803. 

« Wa. SPURRIER.” 


There is no proof whose hand-writing it is; she says it is 
her husband’s, but it is not of the least importance whether it 
be his hand-writing or not; stronger evidence can scarcely be 
found of the folly of the maa who signed it. The learned 
counsel proceeded to enumerate several sums of money pos- 
sessed by the wife, and amongst others the suin of 4001. placed 
by her in theshands of William Bagiey, under au injunction 
of secrecy, as sworn by him, and which he retained in his 
hands for several years. After the testator’s death she pre- 
vailed on Bagley to give au acknowledgement for this sum, 
purporting that he had then borrowed the money, which was 
altogether false, and this paper was made to give a false colour 

Vol. 50. 2X to 
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to the transaction. The learned counsel enumerated several 
other sums of money, which it was alledged had come to her 
hands, amounting in all to upwards of 8000l. but with regard 
to several of which he was not at present able to give any evi- 
dence ; and, after stating, that he should now proceed to have 
the evidence read, he concluded an eloquent aud impressive 
address, by urging his honour to direct this lady to be exa- 
mined upon interrogatories, to shew what become of the pro- 
perty which came to her knowledge and under her controul, 
and also to decree her to pay the suins already proved to have 
been possessed by her, : 

The depositions of a great many witnesses were read, which 
fully proved the case stated by Sir Samuel Romilly. 

Mr. Newbolt, in a very forcible speech, commented on the 
evidence, and supported the arguments of Sir S. Romilly. 

Mr. Hart, on the part of the defendants, combated the ar- 
gumeats of the plaintuff’s counsel with considerable ingenuity ; 
and in conclusion said, that if the decree were made, as con- 
tended for, it would lay down a principle in the connection be- 
tween husband and wile, which had not yet been acted upon. 

Mr. Heald enforced the arguments of the last speaker with 
much ability. 

Sir S. Rowilly was about to reply, when he was stopped by 
his honour— 

Master of the Rolls—This case involves a general principle ; 
that a wife, as wellas any body else, must deliver to the execu- 
tors the husband’s property cannot be denied—but it is said jhe 
husband made a present of the property to his wife in his life 
time ; there can be no such presents from a husband to his 
wife, except in case of paraphernalia, and that is not allowed 
against crediters ; yet although in strictness of law a gitt may 
not be made, a court of equity wouid be extremely unwilling 
to interfere, from calling back for any wile any gilt bona fide 
given to her by her husband; but how dangerous it would be 
to allow any woman to say “ this was given me.” She must 
satisfactorily shew it was given, and the question is, whether 
this lady has proved the properiy she claims, was given to her 
by her husband? Siie has adduced in evidence, but as to the 
4001. placed in Bagley’s hands: there is the paper which was 
produced, and which certainiy implies the coucurrence of the 
husband as to the mannerin which that money was laid out— 
but this paper is fe/v de se as to any fact but the imbecility of 
the maa, and the perfect subserviency of bis mind to the per- 
son in whose favour it was made—we must have proof that 
the gift was dena fide made; and though this man was not 
quite incapable of managing his own affairs, his imbecility 
was unquestionably extremely great, and ber influence un- 
bounded, aud not gained by aay kiaducss or ailecuon, with 
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which she had treated him. Now, under these circumstances, 
I say, the gift is not proved, and she must repay this 4001. 
The gift of her father’s notes for the other 4001. is proved by 
better evidence, because there is an indorsement by which he 
signifies that she should have the benefit of these notes after 
his death ; but this is only a testamentary paper, and not im- 
mediate gift, and if any thing was meant by it, it ought to have 
been proved as a testamentary paper ; it has not been done, and 
though I will not charge ber with the amount of these notes, 
they must at all events be delivered up. 

With regard to the general inquiry concerning any property 
of the testator in her possession, at the time of her husband's 
death, that is an inquiry which would not be of course; but [ 
think there is suilicient ground here for an inquiry, whether 
there was any other property belonging to her husband in her 
possession at his death, or in the hands of any other person, ia 
trust for her, and she must be examined on interrogatories be- 
fore the master to all these poimts. 

Sir S, Romilly —* Your bonour will decree her to pay the 
costs of this suit?” 

Master of the rolls.— Yes, certainly.” 





Home Circuit. 
SUSSEX ASSIZES. 
Horsuam, Tuespay, Marcu 27. 


WILLIAM TREBLE was indicted for a forgery on the 
Fordingbridge and Hampshire bank. The circumstances of 
this case, as stated by Mr. Gurney, for the prosecution, and 
afterwards proved, were as follow :— 

In June last, a parcel of Fordingbridge bank-notes, to the 
amount of 7331. sent by Sir M. Bloxam and Co. to the bank in 


_ the country, was stolen from the Exeter Mercury. The notes 


in the parcel were advertised and stopped. In the mean time, 
Sir M. Bloxham’s house stopped payment, and Messrs. Kella- 
way’s, the country bankers, changed their correspondence 
to Messrs. Ramsbottom’s house in London. ‘The notes so 
stolen were never heard of until, on the 26th of September 
last, the prisoner changed one of them at the bank at Wor- 
thing, in this county. On this note, which was of 101. he had 
pasted a Jabel over the name of Sir M. Bloxham and Co. 
whereby it appeared that the note was payable in London, at 
Mess rs. Ramsbottom’s, the label containing the names of their 
firm, and covering those of Sir M. Bloxham and Co. This ap- 
pears to be a common practice in such cases to save the stamps 
upon such notes, as they are reissuable for three years, but 
2X2 Messrs. 
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Messrs. Ramsbottoms had not done so to Messrs. Kellaway’s 
notes, never having had orders for that purpose. The prisoner 
afterwards attempted to change another 10]. note, labelled in 
the same way, at Arundel, which was refused ; and Mr. Lane, 
the banker, of that place, went to the inn where the prisoner 
was, to ake enquiry about the note, and having suspicion of 
him, with the assistance of a magistrate, procceded to search 
him, and found a large quantity of the stolen notes, 10). 5l. 
and 11. all Jabelled except one, for which, however, a label was 
provided. On this he was taken into custody, and committed 
for uttering the 10]. note at Worthing. The prisoner had 
gone by various names; and in his saddle bags were found a 
brown wig and a flaxen wig, which he used to disguise his 
person, his own hair being black. 

The common serjeant, for the prisoner, contended, that this 
offence did not amount to a forgery, inasmuch as the altera- 
tion did not vitiate the note, and the person who took it might 
recover the value of it from Messrs. Kellaways. The remo- 
val of the label placed it in the condition in which it was 
when stolen, and it had been determined that the bona fide 
holder of a stolen note might recover the value of it from the 
banker who issued it. 

The jury found the prisoner guilty, and the lord chief jus- 
tice reserved the point of law for the opinion of the twelve 
judges, 


FASHIONS for APRIL, 1810, 
[From La Belle Assemblee.] 








ENGLISH COSTUME, 
No. 1. 
EVENING DRESS. 


Robe of amaranthus figured sarsnet, made to sit high in 

the neck, with a full cutf of lace; long sleeves, with 
short loose tops, trimmed with swansdown. A turban of ama- 
ranthus crape and velvet. Gold brooch and ear-rings. Swans- 
down muff, White kid gloves and shoes. Hair in light ring- 
let curls. 

No. 2. 
EVENING DRESS, 


A round dress of white muslin made high over the bosom, 
with short sleeves trimmed with lace, and ornamented round 
the bottom with three rows of small tucks, A spotted ermine 
lippet, 
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tippet. A cap composed of fluted satin and lace, bound in 
tight to the head, and ornamented with a full bunch of apple 
blossom. Ear-rings and brooch of gold. Gloves and shoes 
of white kid. Hair in light round curls. 


PARISIAN FASHIONS. 
No. 3. 
LAST PARISIAN FULL DRESS. 


It affords us no small degree of satisfaction, that we are 
enabled to present our fair readers with a correct representa- 
tion of the latest and most approved style of dress worn in 
Paris; and we cannot help observing, it is seldom that that 
style is so divested of whitmsicality and indelicacy as in the 
figure now before us, consequently so well adapted to the chaste 
taste, good sense, aud propriety, at all times so characteristic 
of our country-women. 

A round dress of India mull muslin flounced at the bottom, 
with a deep vandyke lace, or frill of embroidered muslin, and 
finished witha rich gold cord; the bosom is shaded with white 
crape, in the handkerchief form, plaited in to the bottom of 
the waist, which is of white apple blossom, apple green, or 
pale blue satin, and confined by adead gold band clasped with 
rubies or garnets ; the sleeves are worn short, and much off the 
shoulders; the back very high and of a moderate width. A 
bouquet of white roses and nettle blossom. A Zealand wrap 
of pink satin, bordered with a rich wide trimming of swans- 
down, Chincelli, or Nootka Sound tur. A Kaiwskatska mant- 
let of correspondent fur. A gold band, studded with rubies, 
garnets, or other jewels, ornaments the hair, which is dressed 
in bands and curls very flat to the head. Gloves and shoes of 
white kid, with gold rosets. 

Furred great coats are worn at the same time as very thin 
gowns, and winter toques appear in competition with spring 
hats, ornamented with roses, flowers of the season, double vio- 
lets, jacinths, or lilacs. Some hats of lilac-coloured silk are 
trimmed with lilacs. White and rose are still the prevailing 
colours, and the milliners sometimes make use of sky blue and 
green. The stuits for hats are gres de Naples satin, and pa- 
duasoie. ‘The masked balls have presented such an obstacle 
to the progress of fashion, that for six weeks there bas been 
no change. No artist has credit enough to lay down a rule. 
No female is willing to bea subject ; all wish to reign ; so that 
the kingdom of fashion has become a republic, where all the 
parties dispute, are alternately victorious, aud display the co- 
Jours which they choose to adopt. Sometimes the green fac- 
tion, 
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tion, sometimes the red, and sometimes the yellow, rules for a 


day. The young and the handsome appear willing to follow 
the standard of any leader. 


A Description of several Dresses worn by Ladies of Rank and 
Fashion. 


1. A peach-colour satin dress, with long sleeves trimmed at 
the wrist, with two rows of Mechlin lace falling over the 
hand ; the bosom of the gown is let in with white crape in 
folds crossed in the centre like a handkerchief, with a dia- 
mond broach ; it is made sufficiently high on the neck te wear 
without any other covering. The bottom of the dress is or- 
namented with two rows of lace, full, in the style of a flounce 
placed one above the other; a band of lace confines the waist ; 
a light lace veil thrown over the head, with a half wieath of 
almond blossom completes this truly elegant dress. 

2. A black lace dress worn over a white satin or lemon-coe 
Joured slip. This dress is made by twisting a broad cloak lace 
roond the figure, lightly tacked together without cutting, in 
the style of the lace sleeves ; by which means a most elegant 
and valuable dress is formed on a very economical plan, as the 
lace will turn afterwards to any other purpose. A crimson foil 
wreath worn on the head, white sleeves and gloves, with dia- 
mond and pearl ornaments. 

5. A white lace dress wreathed round the figure, in the same 
manner as the above, over a pale pink, or plum-coloured satin 
slip, with pink topaz, or amethysts, is beyond all comparison 
the most fascinating dress that has for the last month fallen 
under our observation. 

4. A grass green mantle, formed of a half square of cloth, 
hanging in a point behind, one corner falling over the arm, 
the other cut off square on the bosom, of which a small col- 
far is made, bound round with a very broad velvet, on which 
is laid a grass green gymp trimming, which gives the effect of 
a double row of velvet; it is tied at the throat with the gymp 
trimming. 

5. A blue satin wrap spencer, trimmed at the wrist, round 
the collar, and across the bosom with swansdown; a quilted 
satin bonnet to correspond. 

6. A figured blue sarsnet pelisse, shot and lined with pink ; 
the back and shit in one, plaits laid under the back on each 
side the waist, which give to the gore an easy fulness, and 
prevents the too great exposure of the shape, now no longer 
considered as fashionable. A small bonnet with fancy flower 
ww correspond, and short black lace veil. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


But little change has taken place in the style of dress since 
our last communications. The scason is too far advanced for 
variety, and it is as yet too early for the introduction of no- 
velty. Much taste and fancy have, however, been displayed 
in the assortment of colours. We noticed on a lady of higie 
rank, a dead leaf coloured sarsnet mantle, made short, with a 
large hood thrown open, tied with ribband ; the cloak was 
lined with pink Persian, and ornamented at the edges witha 
satin vandyke ribband. The bonnet to correspond. Oa ano- 
ther, a mantle of drab-coloured velvet, lined with pink, and a 
plain satin ribband round the edge. And on a third, a mantle 
of green sarsnet, lined with orange. Oa her head she wore a 
turban bonnet, composed of folds of orange and green suts- 
net. Pelisses begin to be worn short, in satin, trimmed with 
black Jace. They are no longer made to cling so close to the 
shape behind, but are rendered far more easy, elegant, and 
graceful, by laying two plaits under the back on each side ; 
they are confined by bands of the same, or of gold, or black 
velvet. Spencers are likewise of very fashionable adoption, i in 
satin or rich figured sarsnet ; during this cold weather they 
have been worn trimmed with swansdown. 

White chip hats are just introduced in the circles of fashion, 
and we have considerable reason to suppose, that as the spring 
advances they will entirely take place of the straw bonnets. 
We cannot say too much in praise of them, though it is 
scarcely necessary to say any thing, as their delicate and ele- 
gant simplicity will doubtless sathciently recommend them. 

No change whatever, during the last moath, has taken place 
in the formation of morning dresses; they are still made high 
in the neck, with long sleeves and collar, or no collar, accord- 
ing to the fancy of the wearer. Jacconot muslin scems to 
have the preference in this rank of dress; it is variously ornae 
mented with Jace or worked muslin. Lace or musiia lappet 
cups, with fancy velvet flowers, are in great estimation. 

For dinner or afternoon dresses, siuils, sarsnets, velyets, and 
cloths, continue to be worn, made just above the rise of the 
bosom, and laced up the back, which is of correspondent heigit 
with the front. Long sleeves and quarter trains are universal. 
Bands for the waist, with gein el: asps. In fulior evening dress, 
the gowns are made with the utmost simplicity, in te frock 
form. White satin seems to have a decided preference, but 
figured sarsnets, embroidered crapes, gossamer nets, imperial 
gauze, Spanish bombazeens, with black and white lace over 
white satin, are all seen on ladies of the first distinetion. “The 
lace, oy worked muslin handkerchief, is still a much approved 
covering for the neck, throw: negligently over the dress. Gold 
6 nets 
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nets or bands, foil flowers or wreailis, with lace veils and hand- 
kerchiefs, are the present style of orsament for the head. 
Velvet flowers are in the greatest estimation, for though not so 
appropriate to the seasov, they accord best with the present 
state of the atmosphere. ; 

It would be an endless task to endeavour to describe the for- 
mation of the various bonnets worn at this season, as they are 
the effect of individual taste rather than belonging to any pre= 
vailing fashion. Cottage bonnets, though confessedly simple 
and becoming, are now of too geueral adoption to be any 
Jonger worn by women of tashion. ‘I'he Guadaloupe and Paris 
hats, with the retreat or Malmaison bonnet, have succeedéd to 
them, worn over a French lace cap, ornamented with a small 
bunch of apple or almond blossom. Bouquets are inuch worn 
in the bosom, and strange to say, the neitie blossom is a fa- 
vourite flower, mixed with the pink or yellow rose. 

No material change bas taken place iu the mode of wearing 
the hair; the hind part is brought forward, the ends are curled, 
and form a full tuft on the left side, after the Persian manner. 
Gold bands, studded with coloured gems, are the newest orna- 
ment. Small Jace handkerchiefs, placed very far back on the 
head, with bunches of blossom flowers continue to be much 
worn, but they are considered too simple a style of dress for 
the opera or crowded assembly ; bands, tiaras of Indian fea- 






















thers, Turkish handkerchiefs embroidered in silver or goid, 
interspersed with various coloured gems, forming sprigs and 
flowers, with foil, wreaths, and sprays, are bere the most ap- 
propriate. A bend of pearls in the centre of the forehead, 
with a clasp of diamonds or precious stones, aad a light silver 
handkerchief thrown lightly over the head, forms a most tas- 
cinating head-dress, we know of nothing so becomimg to a 
pretty woman. 

The prevailing colours for the season are jonquille, grass, and 
apple green, peach bloom, pale blue, rose, laveuder, dead leat, 
drab, orange, and violet. ‘The most fashionable mixtures, 
dead leaf and lilac, blue shot with pink, orange aud green, 
green and brown, pink and drab, purple and green. 

No new invention has appeared in shoes; the season of 
Lent, indeed, is seldom productive of noveities of any kind. 
In full dress, white satin, figured silk, or kid slippers, trimmed 
with silver, cau never be surpassed ; some of our wove dashing 
belles still adhere to the Grecian sandal, but in order to give 
this effect, the petticoat must be shorter, consequently the an- 
cle more exposed than seems consistent with strict modesty. 
Half boots of nankeen, calashed to correspond with the pe- 
lisse or mantle, are very general ; it is needless to observe that 
the fur is laid aside; in carriages we observe that pale green, 
jonquille, and light blue prevail. ze 
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The fashion for jewellery remains unchanged. Necklaces in 
wrought gold and Ceylon gems, pearl chains, and coloured 
clasps, are variously selected by the gracetul fair, 

Embroidery in silk, chenille, worsted, gold, and silver, will 
continue to be much worn during the spring. Plain trim- 
mings of gold and silver begin to be laid aside. Caps in vel- 
vet or satin are much ornamented with gold and silver cords 
and tassels. | 





An ANECDOTE. 


N admiral, but lately deceased, sailed first with his uncle, 
who was at the time captain of alarge ship; and ona 
certain occasion of the younkers exhibiting their dexterity 
aloft to tempt him up, one of them, more venturous than care- 
ful, fell upon a gun, and was killed at the captain’s foot; the 
nephew, struck with dread, remained so much daunted, that 
he never attempted to go aloft, and died without having at 
any time set his feet in a ship’s top. 

Parents sending lads into the navy should prefer small ships 
at the outset. The rigging of high rates is too bulky for a 
boy’s hand; and many a little fellow, by trying to hold what he 
could not grasp, has been shaken overboard, or dashed into 
the chains. 





;K KR G@ 


HE following lines from Shenstone are often scribbled on 
the windows of inns :— 


“ Whoe’er has travell’d life’s dull round, 
Where’er his stages may have been, 

Must sigh to think he still has found, 
The warmest weleome at an inn.” 


The following parody is written beneath the above lines, at 
an inn in the west: 


“ Whoe’er has travell’d much about, 
Must very often sigh to think, 

That every inn will tarn you out, 
Unless you've plenty of the chink.” 


The contrast between the manners of antiquity and those of 
modern times, in this respect, is by no means in favaur of the 
latter. The ancients had about them more dignified generosiiy. 

Vol. 50. 2¥ "Answer, 
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Ans wet, by F. Price, of Yeovil, to J. C,’s Rebus, inserted February 5: 


H# liquid TURPENTINE you mean, 
As in your rebus may be seen. 


We have received the like answer from W. Petherick, of St. Aus- 
teli; J. M. Carveth, near Mevagissey; W. Prior, and J. Ball, at Ever- 
shet school; W. Kent, near Camelford ; Thomas Byrt, of Shepton Mallet ; 
J. Walters, of Landrake; S. Duck, of South Petherton; J. W. of Char- 
mouth; §. Tucker, of Bugford; B. Belcher, of Stonehouse; H. Walters, 
at Plympton school; and T. Sherwill, at Plympton. 





Answer, by Caroline Caines, of Lion’s Gate, to W. Prior’s Anagram, inserted 
February 12. 


RANSPOSE the active verb to GO, 
OG, king of Basan, it will shew. 


> Similar answers have been received from J. M. Carveth, near Meva- 
gissey; J. Hurd, of Honiton; J. Ball, at Evershot school; S. Tucker, of 
Bugford; and S. Duck, of South Petherton. 





Answer, by R. Withall, of Plymouth, to A. Kyne’s Charade, inserted the 12th 
of February. 


SPASIA’s matchless and angelic mien 
Robb’d Cyrus of his captive heart I ween. 


t*t Similar answers have been received from S. Duck, of South Pether- 
ton; T. Byrt, of Shepton Mallet; J. Kerby, of Helston; J. Hurd, of Ho- 
oniton; W. Petherick, of St. Austell; J. W. of Charmouth; S. Tucker, 
of Bugford; J. Channon, of Ottery; J. M. Carveth, near Mevagissey ; 
B. Carvosso, of Cosawes; J. M. Matthews, of Dartmouth; W. Kent, 
near Camelford; H. Walters, at Plympton school; and TI. Sherwill, of 
Plympton. 








4 REBUS, by J. M. Matthews, of Dartmouth. 


EBUSIAN gents. no doubt, but you, 
By these few lines my first will do; 
And in my second being vers’d, 
My whole will quickly be rehears’d. 





A REBUS, by ¥. Petherick, of St. Austell, 


, ~ stately ship, with canvas spread, 
My genial first to court; 
Obsequivus to it onward glides 

Towards her destin’d port. 


*Tis at my awful next, dear gents. 2 
The criminal appears ; 

With conscious innocence display’d, 
Or fraught with guilty fears. 


Unravel now those plain-told hints, 
The parts aright tran3pose; 1, j 
A science shewn in Langdon’s Pages Vv Aer aks 
You'll certainly disclose, 


POETRY. 
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C= muse! awake and sing, 
Rise, and strike the swelling string; 
Let the accents of the lyre 

Sacred, sweet, and soft, aspire; 

Clothe me in lov’d fancy’s shroud, 

Let me soar in muses’ cloud; 

On lyric wing Oh! Jet me fly, 

And sound the depths of hasmony! 

Let the praise of cherub spring 

Gaily swell the votive string! 


See! the florid virgin fair 
Comes on annual season’s air ; 
Walking slow, in royal state, 
Solemn step, and graceful gait ; 
‘Tresses wound with flowing blooms, 
Airy waving rich perfumes ; 
‘Temples bound with flowers fine, 
Clad in silken robes sublime; 
Blushes mantling on her cheek, 
Dimpled beauties lying sleek 5 
Zephyrs that her voice bids blow, 
Quickly melt old winter’s snow ; 
And where’er the ground she presses 
Flowers rise in splendid dresses ; 
Where she casts her pearly eye 
Shades avaunt immediately, 
Leaving her to guide the helm 
Of half the globe’s portentuous realm, 


As blushing Sol from purple main, 
With his grand pellucid train, 
Bright ascends the eastern sky, 
Causing brooding shades to fly ; 
Hurling darkness from his state, 
Where on sable throne he sate. 
So young spring, with smiling face, 
Rob’d in green, with modest grace, 
Waves her sceptre of command, 
Gently, easy, just, and bland. 


*Neath her grand, auspicious eye, 
What a landscape we descry ! 
Now I gain the mountain's height, 
Lovely objects bless my sight; 
Where’er [ turn my rapt’rous eyes 
New beauties fill me with surprize ; 
If thro’ shady groves I stray, 
Or wind to bow’rs my devious way, 
Scenes of grandeur meet my eye, 
Such as meek minds gratify : 
Clouds on high, in argent drest, 
Grand, transparent, pompous vest ; 





Beams 








Beams of Sol, the orb of day, 
Ruling high, with lenient sway; ° 
Meadows trim, in green array, 
Mountains whereon lambkins play ; 
Blooming myrtles secret shades, 


Groves, and grots, and flow’ry glades; 


Shrubs that sip the balmy dews 
Which mute ev’ning doth diffuse ; 
Herbs that sweetly intervene, 
Add a beauty to the scene; 
Rivers that o’er meadows wander, 
Brooks that silently meander ; 
oy whose sedgy side my sight 

eet the spicy primrose whitey 
Rising from her lap of green, 
Waving meek her gracetul mien ; 
*Neath the tender leaf-crown’d shade, 
Gay she lifts her humid head, 
Meekly yielding to the breeze, 
That playful frolics in the trees : 
By her side the snow-drops rise, 
Clad in hue of calmest skies; 
Wafting round melliferous blooms, 
Wasting odoriferous fumes ; 
On the air pressing her head 
Lowly to its pregnant bed: 
And rising ’tween the silky pair 
The azure violet fine and tair ; 
Painted grand by nature blue, 
Ailds beauty to the pleasing view. 
1 admire the lark’s sweet lay 
‘To the dappled dawn of day ; 
Or to hear the cuckovo’s strain 
Celebrate the virgin’s reign : 
Such sensations I receive 
As rural scenes alone can give. 


Now at eve I gain the grove 
Where reflection bids me rove ; 
The plaintive voice of Philomel 
Such a pleasing story tells, 

As would thaw an icy heart, 
And soft sentiments impart, 
Which in concert with a stream 
Sweetly murmuring between, 
Such harmony on ether roll 


As thrills with pleasure thro’ my soul. 
North Petherton, 1810. 
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Dancing recommended by the Ladies. 


O 


H consider, ye swains! do but just take a glance, 
Of all the soft pleasures that charm in the dance ! 
Sott looks and soft smiles, soft expressions, soft squeezes 
And all the soft things a soft nature that pleascs ; 
Improve but the crisis, as quickly it flics, 
Whilst the heart’s truest index is read in the eyes. 

Oh mark! as you lead us, * outsides,” ** down the middle,” 
How our hearts, like our feet, beat in time to the fiddle. 
How soon you impress, and how quickly we meet ye! 

How bewitchingly smile, how enchantingly greet ye! 

‘The moments of gold, which ’tis your’s to employ, 

For the moment of love is the moment of joy. 


